WE CLAIM: 

1. An electronic sourcing system 
comprising: 

means for maintaining a catalog database 
of data relating to catalog items /from at least two 
vendor product catalogs ; 

means for entering product information 
that at least partially describes at least one item 
desired to be requisitioned ; 

means for searching the catalog database 
for at least one catalog item /from said vendor product 
catalogs that matches the information for said desired 
item; / 

means for building a requisition 
including an entry for said/ desired item based upon 
data obtained from said catialog database relating to 
the matching catalog item, /said data identifying at 
least a vendor and a venddr catalog number for the 
matching catalog item; and 

means for /processing said requisition to 
generate a purchase drdeir including an entry for an 
item corresponding to sa/id matching catalog item. 

2. The electronic sourcing system of 
claim 1, wherein said purchase order entry identifies 
at least said vendor datalog number for said matching 
catalog item. 

3. The e/Lectronic sourcing system of 
claim 1, wherein said requisition building means 
includes a means fo/r converting said vendor and vendor 
catalog number int© a corresponding other vendor and 
other vendor cataYog number, and wherein said purchase 
order entry identifies at least said other vendor 
catalog number fcjlr said matching catalog item. 
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4. A sourcing system comprising: 

means for maintaining a catalog database 
of data relating to catalog items from It. least two 
vendor product catalogs; / 

means for entering product information 
that at least partially describes respective first and 
second items desired to be requisitioned; 

means for searching the catalog database 
for at least first and second catalog items from said 
vendor product catalogs, each of sfaid first and second 
catalog items obtained from a different respective one 
of said first and second vendor product catalogs and 
matching the information for a different respective one 
of said first and second desiraTd items; 

means for buildAng a requisition 
including at least first and Second entries each for a 
different respective one of sfaid first and second 
desired items and based upon/ data obtained from said 
catalog database relating tfi said respective matching 
catalog item, said data identifying at least a vendor 
and a vendor catalog numbet for said respective 
matching catalog item; and {^~^ 

means for ^processing said requisition to 
generate at least first find second purchase orders, 
each to a different supplier and each including an 
entry for an item corre/sponding to a different one of 
said first and second matching catalog items. 

5. The electronic sourcing system of claim 
4, wherein at least s&aid first purchase order 
identifies at least /said vendor and vendor catalog 
number for said first matching catalog item. 



6. The electronic sourcing system df claim 
4, wherein said requisition building means includes a 
means for converting said vendor and vendor catalog 
number for at least said first matching catalog item 
into a corresponding other vendor and other/ vendor 
catalog number, and wherein at least said yxirst 
purchase order entry identifies at least /said other 
vendor catalog number for said matching catalog item. 



7. The electronic sourcing /system of claim 
4, wherein said requisition building mfeans included a 
means for converting said vendors and/ vendor catalog 
numbers for said first and second matching catalog 
items into corresponding first and atecond other vendors 
and first and second other vendor catalog numbers, and 
wherein the entry of each of said first and second 
purchase orders respectively identifies at least a 
different one of said first and s/econd other vendor 
catalog numbers. 



8. An electronic sgfurcing system 
comprising: 

means for maintaining a catalog database 
containing data relating to catalog items from at least 
first and second vendor prod/uct catalogs; 

means for entering product information 
that at least partially describes items desired to be 
requisitioned; 

means for searching the catalog database 
for catalog items from satid vendor product catalogs 
that match the product information for said desired 
items; 

means foh generating an order list that 
includes at least one selected matching catalog item; 
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means for building a requisition for 
said desired item using data obtained fron/ said catalog 
database relating to the matching catalog item on said 
order list, said data identifying at leafet the vendor 
and vendor catalog number for the match/lng catalog 
item; and / 

means for processing said requisition to 
generate a purchase order including afn entry for an 
item corresponding to said matching /catalog item. 

9. The electronic sourcing system of cl'aim 
8, wherein said purchase order enyry identifies at 
least said vendor catalog number kor said matching 
catalog item. / 

10. The electronic sfourcing system of claim 
8, wherein said requisition building means includes a 
means for converting said vendor and vendor catalog 
number into a corresponding other vendor and other 
vendor catalog number, and wherein said purchase order 
entry identifies at least said other vendor catalog 
number for said matching c^alog item. 

11. An electronic sourcing system 
comprising: / 

means for /maintaining a catalog database 
containing data relating/ to catalog items from at least 
first and second vendor/product catalogs; 

means for entering product information 
that at least partial!^ describes items desired to be 
requisitioned; / 

means itor searching the catalog database 
for catalog items from said vendor product catalogs 
that match the product information for said desired 
items ; / 



means for generating an ordfer list that 
includes at least two selected matching catalog items, 
each from a different one of said vendor /product 
catalogs; 

means for building a requisition for 
said desired items using data obtained /from said 
catalog database relating to the matching catalog 
items, said data identifying at least /the vendors and 
vendor catalog numbers for the matching catalog items; 
and 

means for processing /said requisition to 
generate at least one purchase ordenr including an entry 
for an item corresponding to at lejast one of said 
matching catalog items. 



12. The electronic soiircing system of claim 
11, wherein said purchase order entry identifies at 
least said vendor catalog number for said matching 
catalog item. 



13. The electronic sourcing system of claim 
11, wherein said requisition lpuilding means includes a 
means for converting said vendor and vendor catalog 
number into a corresponding ather vendor and other 
vendor catalog number, and wnerein said purchase order 
entry identifies at least said other vendor catalog 
number for said matching catalog item. 



14. An electronic sourcing system 
comprising: 

means for maintaining a catalog database 
containing data relating /to catalog items from at least 
first and second vendor product catalogs; 
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means for entering product information 
that at least partially describes items desired to be 
requisitioned; / 

means for searching the catalog database 
for catalog items from said vendor product catalogs 
that match the product information for safid desired 
items; / 

means for generating an order list that 
includes at least first and second selected matching 
catalog items, each from a different o/ie of said vendor 
product catalogs; / ' /' • 

means for building a requisition for 
said desired items using data obtained from said 
catalog database relating to said matching catalog 
items, said data identifying at least the vendors and 
vendor catalog numbers for the matfohing catalog items; 
and / 

means for processing said requisition to 
generate at least one purchase oArder including at least 
first and second entries for it«&ms each respectively 
corresponding to a different or/e of said first and 
second matching catalog items. 

15. The electronic/ sourcing system of claim 

14, wherein at least said fifst one of said purchase 
order entries identifies at /least said vendor catalog 
number for said first matching catalog item. 

16. The electronic sourcing system of claim 

15, wherein said second one of said purchase order 
entries identifies at leafet said vendor catalog number 
for said second matching /catalog item. 




17. The electronic sourcing system of claim 
14, wherein said requisition building means includes a 



means for converting said vendors and vendor/ catalog 
numbers into corresponding other vendors and other 
vendor catalog numbers, and wherein at least one of 
said purchase order entries identifies at Aeast one of 
said other vendor catalog numbers for one/ of said 
matching catalog item. 



18 . An electronic sourcing s/ystem 
comprising: 

means for maintaining k catalog database 
containing data relating to catalog items from at least 
first and second vendor product catalogs; 

means for entering product information 
that at least partially describes /items desired to be 
requisitioned; / / A- — 

means for searching the catalog database 
for catalog items from said vendor product catalogs 
that match the product information for said desired 
items ; 

means for generating an order list that 
includes at least two selected matching catalog items, 
each from a different one ok said vendor product 
catalogs; 

means for l6uilding a requisition for 
said desired items using /data obtained from said 
catalog database relating to the matching catalog 
items, said data identifying at least the vendors and 
vendor catalog numbers/ for the matching catalog items; 
and 

means/for processing said requisition to 
generate at least two purchase orders, each including 
an entry for an item corresponding to a different one 
of said matching catalog items. 



19. The electronic sourcing sysfetem of claim 

18 , wherein said entry of at least one of/ said two 
purchase orders identifies at least said/ vendor catalog 
number for said first matching catalog Item. 

20. The electronic sourcing system of claim 

19, wherein said entry of at least thyfe other of said 
two purchase orders identifies at least said vendor 
catalog number for said second match/ing catalog item. 

21. The electronic sourcing system of claim 
18, wherein said requisition build/ing means includes a 
means for converting said vendors/and vendor catalog 
numbers into corresponding other /vendors and other 
vendor catalog numbers, and wherein at least said entry 
for at least one of said two purchase orders identifies 
at least one of said other vencfor catalog numbers for 
one of said matching catalog items. 



22. An electronic /sourcing system 
comprising: 

means for maintaining a catalog database 
containing data relating to/ catalog items from at least 
first and second vendor product catalogs; 

means for entering product information 
that at least partially describes a first item desired 
to be requisitioned; 

means for / searching the catalog database 
for catalog items from said vendor product catalogs 
that match the product information for said first 
desired item, and for selecting a matching catalog 
item from one of said catalogs; 

means fjor subsequently entering product 
information that at least partially describes a second 
desired item to be requisitioned; 



means for searching the catalog database 
for catalog items from said vendor product catalogs 
that match the product information for saia second 
desired item, and for selecting a matching/ catalog item 
from another one of said catalogs; 

means for building a requi/sition for 
said desired items using data obtained from said 
catalog database relating to the selected matching 
catalog items, said data identifying at/ least the 
vendors and vendor catalog numbers for/ the selected 
matching catalog items; and 

means for processing s/aid requisition to 
generate a plurality of purchase, orders, each including 
an entry for an item corresponding to a different one 
of said matching catalog items. / f \ 

23. The electronic sourcing system of claim 
22, wherein said entry for at leaist one of said 
purchase orders identifies at least said vendor catalog 
number for one of said matching /catalog items. 

24. The electronic sourcing system of claim 
22, wherein said requisition building means includes a 
means for converting said vendors and vendor catalog 
numbers into corresponding ot/her vendors and other 
vendor catalog numbers, and .wherein said entry for at 
least one of said two purchase orders identifies at 
least one of said other vendor catalog numbers for one 
of said matching catalog ^tems. 

25. An electronic sourcing system 
comprising: / 

means for/maintaining a catalog database 
containing data relating/ to catalog items from at least 
first and second vendor product catalogs; 



means for entering product information 
that at least partially describes a first yttem desired 
to be requisitioned; 

means for searching the ca/talog database 
for catalog items from said vendor product catalogs 
that match the product information for said first 
desired item, and for selecting a matching catalog 
item from one of said catalogs; 

means for subsequently /entering product 
information that at least partially describes a second 
desired item to be requisitioned; 

means for searching the catalog database 
for catalog items from said vendor product catalogs 
that match the product information /for said second 
desired item, and for selecting a matching catalog item 
from another one of said catalogs/ 

means for building/ a requisition for 



said desired items using data obtained from said 
catalog database relating to the selected matching 
catalog items, said data identifying at least the 
vendors and vendor catalog numbers for the selected 



umbe 



matching catalog items; and 

means for processing said requisition to 
generate at least one purchase order including at least 
first and second entries for items each respectively 
corresponding to a different one of said matching 
catalog items. 



0^ 



26. The electronic sourcing system of claim 
25, wherein said requisition building means includes a 
means for converting said vendors and vendor catalog 
numbers into corresponding other vendors and other 
vendor catalog numbers, j and wherein at least one of 
said entries of said purchase order identifies at least 



one of said other vendor catalog numbers for one of 
said matching catalog items. 



27. An electronic sourcing syste 
comprising: 

means for maintaining a catalog database 
containing data relating to catalog items^ from at least 
first and second vendor product catalogs 

means for entering product information 
that at least partially describes a fi/st item desired 
to be requisitioned; 

means for searching the catalog database 
for first catalog items, from at least one of said 
vendor product catalogs, that match /the product _^ 
information for said first desired /item; (A^ 

means for generating an order list that 
includes a selected one of said f/rst matching catalog 
items from said one catalog; 

means for subsequently entering product 
information that at least partially describes a second 
desired item to be requisitioned; 

means for searching the catalog database 
for second catalog items, frofti another one of said 
vendor product catalogs, thatf match the product 
information for said second raesired item; 

means for adding to said order list a 
selected one of said second matching catalog items from 
said other one of said catalogs; 

means for building a requisition for 
said desired items using /data obtained from said 
catalog database relating to the selected first and 
second matching catalog /items on said order list, said 
data identifying at least the vendors and vendor 
catalog numbers for said matching catalog items; and 



means for processing said requisition to 
generate a plurality of purchase orders, each including 
an entry for an item corresponding to a different one 
of said first and second matching catalog /items . 

28. The electronic sourcing system of claim 
27, wherein said entry for at least one /of said 
purchase orders identifies at least sai/d vendor catalog 
number for one of said matching catalog items. 



29. The electronic sourcing system of ciaim 
27, wherein said requisition building means includes a 
means for converting said vendors and vendor catalog 
numbers into corresponding other vendors and other 
vendor catalog numbers, and wherei/n said entry for at 
least one of said two purchase orders identifies at 
least one of said other vendor catalog numbers for one 
of said matching catalog items. i 



30. An electronic Syburcing system 
comprising: 

means for maintaining a catalog database 
containing data relating to /catalog items from at least 
first and second vendor product catalogs; 

means for entering product information 
that at least partially describes items desired to be 
requisitioned ; 

means for/ searching the catalog database 
for catalog items from Said vendor product catalogs 
that match the product /information for said desired 
items ; 

means for generating an order list that 
includes at least twos selected matching catalog items, 
each from a different one of said vendor product 
catalogs ; 



- 62 - 

means for building a requisition for 
said desired items using data obtained from /Laid 
catalog database relating to the matching catalog 
items, said data identifying at least the Vendors and 
vendor catalog numbers for the matching catalog items; 
and 

means for processing said' requisition to 
generate at least two purchase orders, teach including 
an entry for an item corresponding to /a different one 
of said matching catalog items. 

31. An electronic sourci^g system 
comprising: 

means for maintaining a catalog database 
containing data including descriptive information 
relating to catalog items from at least fi*st and 

second vendor product catalogs;/ ( K 

means for enteri/ng product information 
that at least partially describes an item desired to be 
requisitioned; / 

means for searching the catalog database 
for catalog items from said /vendor product catalogs 
that match the product information for said desired 
item; / 

means for generating a hit list of 
catalog segments identify/ing items, from at least one 
of said vendor product catalogs, that match the product 
information; / 

means fdr selectively viewing the 
catalog segments identified by said hit list; 

means for generating an order list of 
desired items at leadt one of which is a desired 
catalog item selected from a catalog segment identified 
by said hit list; / 



means for building a requisition for 
said order list of desired items using, for s4id 
desired catalog item, data obtained from saifl catalog 
database relating to the desired catalog it«6m, said 
data identifying at least the vendor and vendor catalog 
number for the desired catalog item; and 

means for processing said i-equisition to 
generate at least one purchase order including entries 
for items corresponding to said desired/items, at least 
one of said entries corresponding to safid matching 
catalog item. 

32. The electronic sourcirfg system of claim 
31, wherein said purchase order entry identifies at 
least said vendor catalog number tot said/^matching 
catalog item. / / 

33. The electronic soiircing system of claim 
31, wherein said requisition building means includes a 
means for converting said vendoyr and vendor catalog 
number into a corresponding other vendor and other 
vendor catalog number, and whesrein said purchase order 
entry identifies at least sai(j other vendor catalog 
number for said matching cat&log item. 



34. An electronic sourcing system 
comprising: 

means f or/maintaining a catalog database 
of data relating to catalog items from at least one 
vendor product catalog;/ 

means for entering product information 
that at least partially describes at least one item 
desired to be requisitioned; 



means for searching the catalog database 
for at least one catalog item from said vei/dor product 
catalog that matches the information for /aid desired 
item; 

means for building a reqi/isition 
including an entry for said desired item based upon 
data obtained from said catalog database relating to 
the matching catalog item, said data Identifying at 
least a vendor catalog number for the! matching catalog 
item; and 

means for determining that an item 
corresponding to the desired matching catalog item is 
available in inventory, and for processing said 
requisition to generate a purchas/e order including an 
entry identifying said inventor^/ item. 



35. The electronic ssourcing system of claim 
34, wherein said purchase ordir entry identifies said 
vendor catalog number for sayd item in^inventory . 
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36. The electronic sourcing system of claim 
34, wherein said requisition building means includes a 
means for converting said Arendor and vendor catalog 
number into a corresponding other vendor and other 
vendor catalog number, and wherein said purchase order 
entry identifies said oyher vendor catalog number for 
said item in inventory .j 



37. An electronic sourcing system 
comprising: 

means/ for maintaining a catalog database 
of at least two vendor product catalogs; 

meaflis for searching the catalog database 
for catalog items,/ and for selecting at least one 
catalog item located as a result of the search; 



means for generating a requisition 
including at least one requisitioned item: 

means for communicating saAd selected 
catalog item to said requisition generating means; and 

means responsive to said requisition for 
generating a purchase order including art entry 
corresponding to said selected catalog /item. 

38. An electronic sourcing /system 
comprising: 

means for maintaining/ a catalog database 
of at least two vendor product catalogs; 

means for searching /the catalog database 
for catalog items and for selecting at least two 
catalog items located as a result jof the search, each 
of said two catalog items coming from a different one 
of said vendor product catalogs;/ [ J 

means for generating a requisition 
including at least two requisitioned items; 

means for communicating said selected 
catalog items to said requisit/ion generating means; and 



ve to said requisition for 
generating a purchase order including at least two 
entries, each for an item cdrresponding to a different 
one of said selected matching catalog items. 



39. An electron/ic sourcing system 
comprising: / 

a requisition management system capable 
of generating a requisition for at least one 
requisitioned item; / 

a computer maintaining a catalog 
database including at Least two vendor product 
catalogs; / 



means for searching the cataljbg database 
for at least one desired catalog item; 

means for selecting said desired catalog 
item, and for communicating data representative of said 
item to said requisition management systert 

means associated with said: requisition 
management system and responsive to. said/ communicated 
data for generating said requisition including an entry 
corresponding to said desired catalog item; 

means associated with s4id requisition 
management system for determining the/ availability 'in' 
different inventory locations of said requisitioned 
desired catalog item; and 

means responsive to .said determining 
means for issuing a purchase order /for said 
requisitioned desired catalog itenf from an inventory 
location including said catalog Ltem. 

/ (A— 

40. A sourcing method? comprising the steps 

/ 

maintaining a catalog database of data 
relating to catalog items from/ at least two vendor 
product catalogs; / 

entering product information that at 
least partially describes at/ least one item desired to 
be requisitioned; / 

searching the catalog database for at 
least one catalog item from said vendor product 
catalogs that matches the /information for said desired 
item; / 

building d requisition including an 
entry for said desired intern based upon data obtained 
from said catalog database relating to the matching 
catalog item, said data/ identifying at least a vendor 



and a vendor catalog number for the matching/ catalog 
item; and / 

processing said requisition to generate 
a purchase order including an entry for an /item 
corresponding to said matching catalog iteifo. 

41. The sourcing method of claAm 40, wherein 
said purchase order entry identifies at least said 
vendor catalog number for said matching /catalog item. 

/ x 

42. The sourcing method of claim 40, wherein 

said requisition building step include4 converting said 
vendor and vendor catalog number into/a corresponding 
other vendor and other vendor catalod number, and 
wherein said purchase order entry identifies at least 
said other vendor catalog number fot said matching 
catalog item. 



43. A sourcing method comprising the steps 

of: 



maintaining a catalog database of data 
relating to catalog items from It least two vendor 
product catalogs; 
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entering product information that at 
least partially describes respective first and second 
items desired to be requisitioned; 

searching the/ catalog database for at 
least first and second catalog items from said vendor 
product catalogs, each of said first and second catalog 
items obtained from a different respective one of said 
first and second vendor product catalogs and matching 
the information for a different respective one of said 
first and second desired /items; 

building A requisition including at 
least first and second ehtries each for a different 



respective one of said first and second desi/ed items 
and based upon data obtained from said catalog database 
relating to said respective matching catalog item, said 
data identifying at least a vendor and a vendor catalog 
number for said respective matching catalog item; and 

processing said requisiticfn to generate 
at least first and second purchase orders, each to a 
different supplier and each including ah entry for an 
item corresponding to a different one if said first and 
second matching catalog items. / 

/ 

44. The sourcing method otE claim 43, wherein 
at least said first purchase order identifies at least 
said vendor and vendor catalog numbfer for said first 
matching catalog item. 

45. The sourcing methc/d of claim 43, wherein 
said requisition building step includes converting said 
vendor and vendor catalog numbef for at least said 
first matching catalog item inyo a corresponding other 
vendor and other vendor cataloA number, and wherein at 
least said first purchase ordir entry identifies at 
least said other vendor catalog number for said 
matching catalog item. 



46. The sourcing method of claim 43, wherein 
said requisition building yStep includes converting said 
vendors and vendor catalog numbers for said first and 
second matching catalog iftems into corresponding first 
and second other vendors/ and first and second other 
vendor catalog numbers, /and wherein the entry of each 
of said first and second purchase orders respectively 
identifies at least a different one of said first and 
second other vendor catalog numbers. 



47. A sourcing method comprising 

maintaining a catalog database 

containing data relating to catalog items/from at least 

first and second vendor product catalogs 

entering product information that at 

least partially describes items desired/ to be 

requisitioned ; 

searching the catalog database for 
catalog items from said vendor product catalogs that 
match the product information for safid desired items; 

generating an order Aist that includes' 
at least one selected matching catalog item; 

building a requisition for said desired 
item using data obtained from sayd catalog database 
relating to the matching catalog/ item on said order 
list, said data identifying at least the vendor and 
vendor catalog number for the m/atching catalog item; 
and 

processing said 1 requisition to generate 
a purchase order including an/ entry for an item 
corresponding to said matching catalog ite'C. 



48. The sourcing/ method of clai^n 47, wherein 
said purchase order entry identifies at least said 
vendor catalog number for /said matching catalog item. 



49. The sourcyng method of claim 47, wherein 
said requisition building step includes converting said 
vendor and vendor catalog number into a corresponding 
other vendor and other A^endor catalog number, and 
wherein said purchase 6rder entry identifies at least 
said other vendor cataAog number for said matching 
catalog item. 



50. A sourcing method comprising: 
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maintaining a catalog database 
containing data relating to catalog items fr/jm at least 
first and second vendor product catalogs; 

entering product information^ that at 
least partially describes items desired to/ be 
requisitioned; 

searching the catalog database for 
catalog items from said vendor product catalogs that 
match the product information for said /desired items; 

generating an order lis/c that includes 
at least two selected matching catalog items, each 'from 
a different one of said vendor produdt catalogs; 

building a requisition for said desired 
items using data obtained from said/ catalog database 
relating to the matching catalog items, said data 
identifying at least the vendors and vendor catalog 
numbers for the matching catalog /items; and 

processing said requisition to generate 
at least one purchase order including an entry for an 
item corresponding to at least /one of said matching 
catalog items. 

51. The sourcing method of claim 50, wherein 
said purchase order entry identifies at least said 
vendor catalog number for sfeid matching catalog item. 

52. The sourciMg method of claim 50, wherein 
said requisition building step includes converting said 
vendor and vendor catalog number into a corresponding 
other vendor and other .vendor catalog number, and 
wherein said purchase Jrder entry identifies at least 
said other vendor cata/log number for said matching 
catalog item. 



53. A sourcing method comprising the steps 
of: / 

maintaining a catalog dat/abase 
containing data relating to catalog ite/is from at least 
first and second vendor product catalo 

entering product information that at 
least partially describes items desi/ed to be 
requisitioned; 

searching the catalog database for 
catalog items from said vendor product catalogs that 
match the product information for/said desired items; 

generating an order list that includes 
at least first and second selected matching catalog 
items, each from a different one of said vendor product 
catalogs; 

building a requisition for said desired 
items using data obtained frdm said catalog database 
relating to said matching ca/talog items, said data 
identifying at least the vendors and vendor catalog 
numbers for the matching catalog items; and 

processing Laid requisition to generate 
at least one purchase ordfer including at least first 
and second entries for ittems each respectively 
corresponding to a different one of said first and 
second matching catalog/ items . 



54. The sourcing method of claim 53, wherein 
at least said first oAe of said purchase order entries 
identifies at least feaid vendor catalog number for said 
first matching catalog item. 



55. The/sourcing method of claim 54, wherein 
said second one off said purchase order entries 
identifies at least said vendor catalog number for said 
second matching catalog item. 



56. The sourcing method of claim /53, wherein 
said requisition building step includes converting said 
vendors and vendor catalog numbers into corresponding 
other vendors and other vendor catalog nutbers, and 
wherein at least one of said purchase orAer entries 
identifies at least one of said other vendor catalog 
numbers for one of said matching catalog items. 



57. A sourcing method comprising the steps 



of: 



maintaining a catalog database 
containing data relating to catalog' items from at least 
first and second vendor product catalogs; 

entering product information that at 
least partially describes items desired to/'ipe 
requisitioned ; 

searching the catalog database for 
catalog items from said vendor Ajroduct catalogs that 
match the product information for said desired items; 

generating an order list that includes 
at least two selected matching catalog items, each from 
a different one of said vendor product catalogs; 

building a requisition for said desired 
items using data obtained drom said catalog database 
relating to the matching catalog items, said data 
identifying at least the Y endors and vendor catalog 
numbers for the matching Catalog items; and 

processing said requisition to generate 
at least two purchase orders, each including an entry 
for an item corresponding to a different one of said 
matching catalog items. 



58. The soiwrcing method of claim 57, wherein 
said entry of at least one of said two purchase orders 



identifies at least said vendor catalog numb/r for said 
first matching catalog item. 

59. The sourcing method of claii^ 58 , wherein 
said entry of at least the other of said t/wo purchase 
orders identifies at least said vendor catalog number 
for said second catalog item. 

60. The sourcing method of c/laim 57, wherein 
said requisition building step includes converting said 
vendors and vendor catalog numbers into corresponding" 
other vendors and other vendor catalog numbers, and 
wherein at least said entry for at le'ast one of said 
two purchase orders identifies at least one of said 
other vendor catalog numbers for one/ of said matching 
catalog items. / ^ 

61. A sourcing method comprising the steps 

of: 

maintaining 

containing data relating to catalog items from at least 
first and second vendor product catalogs; 

entering product information that at 
least partially describes a firs^t item desired to be 
requisitioned; / 

searching the caftalog database for 
catalog items from said vendor/ product catalogs that 
match the product information /for said first desired 
item, and for selecting a matching catalog item from 
one of said catalogs; / 

subsequently entering product 
information that at least pa/rtially describes a second 
desired item to be requisitioned; 

searching th/e catalog database for 
catalog items from said vendor product catalogs that 



match the product information for said sdcond desired 
item, and for selecting a matching catalog item from 
another one of said catalogs; 

building a requisition for said desired 
items using data obtained from said catalog database 
relating to the selected matching catalog items, said 
data identifying at least the vendoys and vendor 
catalog numbers for the selected ma/tching catalog 
items; and 

processing said requisition to generate 
a plurality of purchase orders, iach including an e'ntry 
for an item corresponding to a different one of said 
matching catalog items. 



0^ 



62. The sourcing method of claim 61, wherein 
said entry for at least one df said purchase orders 
identifies at least said vendor catalog number for one 
of said matching catalog items. 

63. The sourcimg method of claim 61, wherein 
said requisition building step includes converting said 
vendors and vendor catalog numbers into corresponding 
other vendors and other /vendor catalog numbers, and 
wherein said entry for /at least one of said two 
purchase orders identifies at least one of said other 
vendor catalog numbers for one of said matching catalog 
items . 



64 . A soytrcing method comprising the steps 



of: 



maintaining a catalog database 
containing data relating to catalog items from at least 
first and second Vendor product catalogs; 



entering product information tnat at 
least partially describes a first item desired to be 
requisitioned; / 

searching the catalog database for 
catalog items from said vendor product cata'logs that 
match the product information for said first desired 
item, and for selecting a matching catalog item from 
one of said catalogs; 

subsequently entering product 
information that at least partially describes a second 
desired item to be requisitioned; 

searching the catalog database for 
catalog items from said vendor produc/t catalogs that 
match the product information for said second desired 
item, and for selecting a matching ^Catalog item from 
another one of said catalogs; 

building a requisition for said desired 
items using data obtained from said catalog database 
relating to the selected matching catalog items, said 
data identifying at least the vendors and vendor 
catalog numbers for the selected matching catalog 
items; and 

processing saijfi requisition to generate 
at least one purchase order i/ncluding at least first 
and second entries for items/ each respectively 
corresponding to a different one of said matching 
catalog items. / Q\ 

65. The sourcing method claim 64, wherein 
said requisition building/ step includes converting said 
vendors and vendor catalog numbers into corresponding 
other vendors and other /vendor catalog numbers, and 
wherein at least one oil said entries of said purchase 
order identifies at leafst one of said other vendor 
catalog numbers for oni of said matching catalog items. 



66. A sourcing method comprising the steps 



of: 



maintaining a catalog databas 
containing data relating to catalog items fi/om at least 
first and second vendor product catalogs; 

entering product information that at 
least partially describes a first item dqfeired to be 
requisitioned; 

searching the catalog database for first 
catalog items, from at least one of said vendor pro'duct 
catalogs, that match the product information for said 
first desired item; 

generating an order 1/ist that includes 
selected one of said first matching/catalog items from 
said one catalog; 

subsequently enteryig product 
information that at least partially describes /^second 
desired item to be requisitioned;/ v 

searching the catalog database for 
second catalog items, from another one of said vendor 
product catalogs, that match th4 product information 
for said second desired item; / 

adding to said/ order list a selected one 
of said second matching catal'og items from said other 
one of said catalogs; / 

building a requisition for said desired 
items using data obtained f/rom said catalog database 
relating to the selected first and second matching 
catalog items on said order list, said data identifying 
at least the vendors and .vendor catalog numbers for 
said matching catalog items; and 

processing said requisition to generate 
a plurality of purchase /orders, each including an entry 



for an item corresponding to a different on/e of said 
first and second matching catalog items. 

67. The sourcing method of clAim 66, wherein 
said entry for at least one of said purchase orders 
identifies at least said vendor catalog number for one 
of said matching catalog items. 



68. The sourcing method system of claim 66, 
wherein said requisition building stfep includes 
converting said vendors and vendor yfcatalog numbers' 7 into 
corresponding other vendors and otl/ler vendor catalog 
numbers, and wherein said entry fc/r at least one of 
said two purchase orders identifies at least one of 
said other vendor catalog number^ for one of said 
matching catalog items. 

69. An sourcing method compj^sJL-rig the steps 
of: / 

maintaining a rfatalog database 
containing data relating to catalog items from at least 
first and second vendor product catalogs; 

entering prodiuct information that at 
least partially describes ijtems desired to be 
requisitioned; 

searching tfte catalog database for 
catalog items from said veridor product catalogs that 
match the product information for said desired items; 

generating an order list that includes 
at least two selected matching catalog items, each from 
a different one of said /vendor product catalogs; 

building/ a requisition for said desired 
items using data obtained from said catalog database 
relating to the matching catalog items, said data 



identifying at least the vendors and vendor/ catalog 
numbers for the matching catalog items; and 

processing said requisition' to generate 
at least two purchase orders, each including an entry 
for an item corresponding to a dif f erent/one of said 
matching catalog items. 

70. A sourcing method comprising the steps 



maintaining a catalog/ database 
containing data including descriptive information 
relating to catalog items from at a/east first and 
second vendor product catalogs; , _ 

entering product iJif ormatLz/nthat at 
least partially describes an itevf desired to be 
requisitioned; 

searching the catalog database for 
catalog items from said vendor toroduct catalogs that 
match the product information for said desired item; 

generating a hit list of catalog 
segments identifying items, fyrom at least one of said 
vendor product catalogs, thaf. match the product 
information; 

selectively lO-iewing the catalog segments 
identified by said hit list/ 

generating fen order list of desired 
items at least one of whi£h is a desired catalog item 
selected from a catalog s/egment identified by said hit 
list; 

building /a requisition for said order 
list of desired items using, for said desired catalog 
item, data obtained from said catalog database relating 
to the desired catalog /item, said data identifying at 
least the vendor and vendor catalog number for the 
desired catalog item; /and 



processing said requisition to generate 
at least one purchase order including entries for items 
corresponding to said desired items, at least one of 
said entries corresponding to said matching catalog 
item. 

71. The sourcing method of ciaim 70, wherein 
said purchase order entry identifies at/ least said 
vendor catalog number for said matching catalog item. 

72. The sourcing method of claim 70, wherein 
said requisition building step includes converting said 
vendor and vendor catalog number into a corresponding 
other vendor and other vendor catalog number, and 
wherein said purchase order entry /identifies at least 
said other vendor catalog number for said matching 
catalog item. / 

(A- 

73. A sourcing methodf comprising the steps 

of: 

maintaining a catalog database of data 
relating to catalog items froirf at least one vendor 
product catalog; / 

entering product information that at 
least partially describes at' least one item desired to 
be requisitioned; / 

searching the catalog database for at 
least one catalog item from said vendor product catalog 
that matches the information for said desired item; 

building a requisition including an 
entry for said desired item based upon data obtained 
from said catalog database relating to the matching 
catalog item, said data/ identifying at least a vendor 
catalog number for the /matching catalog item; and 



determining that an item Corresponding 
to the desired matching catalog item is /available in 
inventory, and for processing said requisition to 
generate a purchase order including an/ entry- 
identifying said inventory item. 

74. The sourcing method df claim 73, wherein 
said purchase order entry identifies said vendor 
catalog number for said item in inventory. 

75. The sourcing method of claim 73, wherein 
said requisition building step includes converting said 
vendor and vendor catalog number into a corresponding 
other vendor and other vendor data log number, and 
wherein said purchase order erytry identifies said other 
vendor catalog number for sai)fl item in inventory. 

76. A sourcing mafthod c^ngrising the steps 

of: 

maintaining/a catalog database of at 
least two vendor product c/atalogs; 

he catalog database for 



searching 

catalog items; 

selecting 
located as a result of 
generat 



at least one catalog item 
he search; 

a requisition including at 



'ng 



least said catalog item as one requisitioned item; 

generating, from said requisition, e 
purchase including ar/ entry corresponding to said 
selected catalog iteif 

77. A soprcing method comprising the steps 



maintaining a catalog database of at 
least two vendor product catalogs; 
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searching the catalog database for 
catalog items and for selecting at least two catalog 
items located as a result of the searcM, each of said 
two catalog items coming from a different one of said 
vendor product catalogs; 

generating a requisition including at 
least two requisitioned items; 

generating, responsive to. said 
requisition, a purchase order including at least two 
"entries, each for an item corresponding to a different 
one of said selected matching catalog items. 1 



sourcing method comprising the steps 

O 

maintaining on/a computer a catalog 
database including at least t/wo vendor product 
catalogs ; 

searching s 
least one desired catalog 
selecting 
generating/ 

entry corresponding to safid desired catalog item; 

determining the availability in 
different inventory locations of said requisitioned 
desired catalog item; 

responsive to determining that said 
catalog item is available in at least one of said 
inventory locations, issuing a purchase order for said 
requisitioned desired catalog item from that inventory 
location. 



/Ld catalog database for at 
em; 

aid desired catalog item; 
requisition including an 




